212 Cedar Drive 
Mount Pleasant, Michigan 
March 16, 1978 


Mr. John Pylman, Principal 
Rogers High School 

1351 Buckingham, SW 
Wyoming, Michigan 


Dear Mr. Pylman, 


Newspapers can be a great irritant for public officials, and | 
know of no more sensitive or exposed a position in public life than that 
of a high school principal. I regret adding to your day's quota of 
irritation, but | feel absolutely compelled to do so. 

| refer, of course, to the Detroit Free Press article of today's 
date concerning the Sataaday Night Fever controversy. In this case, | 
am gratefultto the newspaper for reporting an Incident which deserves 
public scrutiny, and which has implications extending far beyond the local 
community. In writing to you, | make allowance for the possibility that 
facts exist which went unreported In the article. 

It was probably an oversight or an understandable lapse In judgement 
which led to. the book's being placed in circulation by a school library. 
Those things happen, and the proper response Is probably to withdraw the 
book from circulation. In any event, students who want to read such material 


can get it easily enough on their own. | strongly object, however, to the 
suggestion -- attributed to you -- that the books "will be burned as soon 
as the third copy Is returned." I! hope you didn't say that. 


The article's title is inflammatory -- no pun Intended! But it 
focusses the Issue where It belongs. The burning of books, whatever their 
content, raises images of the most disgraceful moments in human history. 

To withdraw the books from a school library is an educational decision and 
|'would support you in it; but to suggest that they be burned has in it 
the suggestion of a ritual condemnation of ideas. The Holy Office and 
Adolph Hitler come readily to mind. The dismal lesson that such an act 
would teach would more than cancel out any educational wisdom implicit in 
their simple withdrawal. 

| t am seriously torn In my own mind over the problem of pornography 
and the gift of art or language being perverted by appeals to sub-human 
instin¢ts, but the lines are entirely too difficult to draw and censorship 
is entirely too apt to be used to silence disagreement. That is entirely 
too dear a price to pay, so | am driven to the belief that individual 
Judgement! is the best form of control. | would like to believe that good 
education in| the wholesome and uplifting products of human thought and 
imagination would make pornography unprofitable and censorship unnecessary. 
The Christian advocates of community censorship -- who are Involved in your 
affair =~- ought to be reminded of Jesus' little parable about the man who 
had ay’devil cast out and, without anything positive to put in its place, 
had seven devils move back in. (Luke 11:26) 

| earnestly sympathize with you In this matter. It's a tough spot 


to be in. I just happen to believe that you have made the wrong response. 


Sincerely, 


Charles B. House, Jr. 


A_book-burning for ‘Fever’ 


WYOMING — (AP) — Burning is the fate decreed for 
three “blasphemous” copies of the book “Saturday Night 
eal by a high school principal in this Grand Rapids 
suburb. 


John Pylman, principal at Rogers High School, says the 
books will be burned as soon as the third copy is returned. 


PYLMAN SAID the action comes after the Interfaith 
Committee Against Blasphemy complained about the pa- 
perback. The book by H.B. Gilmour, about a Brooklyn teen 
attracted to the flashy world of discotheques, is a spinoff 
from the current movie. ; 


Kenneth VanSlyke, chairman of the committee, wrote 
Wyoming’s school board complaining about the book after 
his daughter, a sophomore at Rogers,fpicked up to read for 
a report. 

“The four-letter words along with some of the scene: 


described are bad enough, but to have the name of almighty 
God blasphemed like it is, is repulsive,” Van Slyke wrote. 

. He included photocopied extracts filled with sexually 
explicit phrases, school officials said. 


PYLMAN SAID “Saturday Night Fever” was among 
nearly 800 paperbacks the school added to its library in 
January. 

“This one apparently slipped through the review com- 
mittee,” reported Eugene Berends, an assistant superin- 
tendent for the school district. “I was not aware of the 
contents. It is not this district's policy to support garbage.” 

The Interfaith Committee originated in California to 
oppose showings of a Danish film called “The Many Faces 
of Jesus,” according to the Rev. Wesley Manker, a local 
minister and committee member. 

“We're trying to organize the moralistic element of this 
community,” Manker said about the group’s local activities. 


